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Montgomery, Bernard Law 
The Memoirs Field-Marshal Montgomery 
World. Nov. 508p. $6.00. 


school his classmates nicknamed Viscount Mont- 
gomery “Monkey.” this book the Viscount tries 
live his nickname. Aping other military leaders, 

ontgomery sets down new account the tragic 
period the Second World War and its aftermath. 
these memoirs Montgomery acts his own psychi- 
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atrist. stretches himself out the couch the 
printed opinion, laying bare his mind the matters 
and persoualities the war from Dunkirk V.E.-Day 
—and beyond. 


The blame for England’s woeful military unprepared- 
ness 1939 rests upon the shoulders Britain’s gov- 
ernments from 1932 onwards. Although acted 
wisely and bravely Dunkirk, Gort was the wrong 
man for commander the B.E.F. France 1940. 


342 Montgomery Davenport 


This the opening gun verbal barrage that lays 
many (if not most) the military leaders World 
War 


Not man mince words, Montgomery straightfor- 
wardly and bluntly backs away all who opposed his 
plans. People were always trusting the plans 
Monty. Then they were wise and good. For example, 
writes Field Marshal Alexander Alamein, “The 
perfect Commander-in-Chief have the Middle 
East, far was concerned. trusted me.” 
sounds bad because it’s out context? No, writes 
often similar vein, e.g., this choice morsel ego- 
tism, always wrote such orders myself, and never let 
the staff it. This was the master plan, and only the 
master could write 


Despite the evil “I” his book, Montgomery does 
deserve credit for job well done North Africa. 
Where others failed, Montgomery succeeded flush- 
ing Rommel, the German “Desert Fox,” 
African lair. Credit must given where credit due, 
Monty himself insists. “If had not stood firm and 
insisted that plan would carried through, 
would not have won Alamein.” built fight- 
ing machine the British Eighth Army that bedeviled 
the Germans across the desert sands North Africa 
and into Italy way Sicily. Only then did 
transfer England for the Normandy invasion. 


For the remainder the war was Eisenhower’s 
problem. Hammering away the Supreme Com- 
mand, Montgomery finally wore down Eisenhower’s 
resistance the Field-Marshal’s plan for northerly 
spearhead wind the war Germany after the 
fall Paris. Eisenhower was pursuing plan that 
called for broad advance all fronts from Switzer- 
land Holland. Speaking Eisenhower’s green light 
for the northern drive, Montgomery makes this cozy 
statement, “We did now all seem agreed what was 
done.” You can almost see his licking his chops, 
for what really means is, now all seem agreed 
what wanted done. 


treating that Normandy invasion and what followed 
till the capitulation Germany, Montgomery twirls 
just about everybody verbal vortex. Some sends 
spinning more vigorously than others. Some end 
their feet, more their heads. The benedict praises 
utters his “second thoughts” the end the 
hardly take the sting out his earlier anti-social 
whirl. 


Like Eleanor Roosevelt has opinion every- 
thing, and expresses it—for better for worse. Pro- 
testing his admiration—almost schoolboyish hero wor- 
ship—of Eisenhower he, nevertheless, was able his 
memoirs pat him the upper back with one hand, 
seemingly oblivious the fact that his other hand pats 
him less gently lower the back. appears takes 
heart the Biblical admonition not let his left hand 
know what his right hand doing. The result 
grand hodgepodge doubletalk, international fad 
these days. 


Montgomery leaves little doubt the mind the 
reader that his persistent “loyal opposition” was thorn 
the side Eisenhower. Yet, the final analysis, 
was not found wanting subordination. 


Best SELLERs 


hower wrote him, any question prob- 
lem came the point that final decision was 
necessary, you never once failed carry out that deci- 
sion loyally and with 100 per cent your effort regard- 
less what your prior opinions and recommendations 
had been.” 


Whatever said his memoirs must conceded 
that Montgomery was great military leader from 
Alamein Berlin. contribution aided the war 
effort the Allies immensely. That has chosen 
write bluntly and critically this common effort 
the British and the Americans may well viewed 
regrettable. But the book published. Montgomery 
has aired his views. one should deny the able 
general hearing. And certainly his work commands 
the respect those interested that period world 
history, somewhat dimmed subsequent events, but 
not too far removed from the memory the present 
American reading public. 

cannot denied that these memoirs will meet with 
opposition and the writer will lose some prestige, per- 
haps even among those who, heretofore, have held him 
high esteem, not worshipful reverence. 


Has Montgomery used the writer’s pen knock from 
beneath himself that pedestal hewed with soldier’s 


sword? 
Dean Corcoran, O.F.M. Cap., 
St. Lawrence Seminary, 
Mt. Calvary, Wisconsin 


Davenport, William Voices Court 
Macmillan. Oct. 24,1958. 588p. $6.95. (IIa) 

Treasury the Law” the subtitle used the 
publishers and the anthology collected and edited 
William Davenport just that. has compiled 
dent, lawyer, judge and even the layman. hard 
imagine the amount reading necessary order 
sift down the rare metal presented the finished 
work—but this reader has learned more the history 
and elements his profession from this volume, than 
his years law school and twenty-five years 
practice. 

The book aptly divided into The Lawyer, The Judge, 
The Courtroom, and The Law and each selection 
pregnant with thought that its perusal gives birth 
some facet what know the law. The editor 
gives brief look the author each article and 
times two-line synopsis its contents purpose. 
Speeches whole part—articles for Law Journals 
magazines—decisions from the Bench—parts books 
—essays—parts plays—selections from biographies— 
all gathered together form Treasury the Law. 


may not agree with each selection. don’t—but 
sure that Davenport had excellent reason for 
including the ones did. The the lawyers and 
the judges are inspected through the eyes the stu- 
dent—fellow lawyers and jurists—the clients—the pub- 
lic—and the critics. Some are explanatory—some are 
narrative; some are laudatory, some condemnatory. 


Why study law? How are laws made? 
Why and how are laws changed? How try case? 
How cross-examine witness? How decide case? 
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How write Answers experts—many 
famous, some unknown—are found this work 
Davenport’s. The list contributors Who’s Who 
Lawyers, Jurists, Authors and Educators. 


John Marshall—Oliver Wendell Holmes—Brandeis— 
Cardozo—Frankfurter and others give inside view 
the Supreme Court action and thorough look 
judicial temperament; Dickens portrays the dark im- 
penetrable waters legal technicalities into which the 
unwary may and fall; Judge Knox narrates the 
humorous angle some Prohibition cases. 


The Trial Sir Walter Raleigh—The Devil and Daniel 
Webster The Cross-Examination Mrs. Reginald 
Vanderbilt—A suit for libel for the accusation cheat- 
ing cards—Oscar Wilde’s trial for homosexuality— 
and Maupassant’s suit father for fee for 
services rendered the unmarried mother—all take 
place the courtroom between true protagonists. 


From the Harvard Law Review read case tried 


the year 4300. deals with the same problem which 
confronted Plato and Aristotle and confronts today. 


“The questions involved are among the permanent problems 
the human race.” 


the very first article find the true role the 
lawyer: 


“Justice chilly virtue. high importance that 
introduced into the inhospitable halls justice 


friend The first duty the bar make sure that 
everyone who feels the need friend court shall have 
one.” 


And from the lips Abe Lincoln, through the pages 
Carl Sandburg, comes timely advice. When Abe 
was asked into case didn’t believe 
replied: 
have get some other fellow win this case for 
you. couldn’t it. All the while I’d talking that 
jury thinking ‘Lincoln, you’re liar’ and believe 
should forget myself and say out loud.” 
There are points advice each selection, far too 
many quoted. sincerely recommended all 
interested the law, students and practitioners, that 
this whole volume absorbed—a small portion 
time—and just sincerely recommended all 
adults for perusal and study, for better understanding 


law and lawyers. 
John Cullen, A.B., LL.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


van der Post, Laurens 


The Lost World the Kalahari 
Morrow. Oct. 279p. $4.00. 


Even the reader had particular interest foreign 
peoples, this book would sheer pleasure read. 
adventure story, complete with quest and 
finding, against difficulties presented nature and 
human nature; but more than adventure story, 
much more. have never read book which records 
such fine feeling for, will not say Africa, but for 
land and people. 


The fact that the scene this book laid Africa, 

oes not exactly make African book, any more 
than the fact that the quest for the Bushman makes 
anthropological book. But both these. 


van der Post Douglas 343 


clever book, too. The introductory chapters get 
you all excited about the Bushmen, telling the initial 
contacts the author with these people and what 
had learned about them from afar. The story 
artfully constructed, that you not realize that 
not until pafe 225 that finally meet Bushmen! 


between, there the story the expedition, with 
problems human relations, floods, crocodiles and 
hippos, tsetse flies, and all sorts wonderful descrip- 
tions the African landscape. will not carp; firmly 
remind myself that should not carp. However, 
sure the author knows well that the Bushmen 
are not reduced few families (my South African 
anthropological friend assured there are least 
50,000 them the Kalahari Desert). note few 
words which the average reader has particular rea- 
son know. also deplore the fact that there are 
pictures with the vivid word-portraits. 

These are minor flaws, when consider the essential 
readability the book, and the profit drawn 
therefrom. This book literature, and profitable liter- 
ature. give just casually selected few sentences, 
illustrate what mean? (Page 25, where the author 
writing about the old Bushman paintings the 
walls caves.) “It astonishing how, this late 
hour, they burn within the aubergine shadows cave 
and overhang cliff and krans, and what power they 
still possess provoke almost unbearable nostalgia 
for the vanished painter and for the spirit that pos- 
sessed him. True, their fire dying and the ruby coals 
are blown silver with the ashes time. But under- 
neath there enough authentic flame show the 
Bushman and his chosen companions the enigmatic 
spoor as, with mystery life upon them, they spied 
out the far side the desert land promise for 
the wandering hosts God.” 


God witness, opened the book random. 
And here what read: “The sun was low and already 
beginning redden. Above the sky was intensely 
blue and without bird cloud, but round the sun 
was formed wide band emerald-green with 
inner ring gold. The island trees and the tender 
curls slim young palms tiptoe the water rose 
like the smoke hunters’ fires from vast fields 
papyrus, reeds and grass, all tasseled and lit with 
light that they might have been corn ripening for 
newly forged sickle the eager moon.” 


All can say is: read the rest page 151, and read the 
whole book, for real literary experience. 


Franklin Ewing, Ph.D., 
Associate Professor Anthropology, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Douglas, William West the Indus 
Doubleday. Nov. 15,1958. 502p. Index $5.00. (1) 


Justice Douglas has done again. has taken 
from Karachi Istanbul across five countries moun- 
tains and plains, all which border the U.S.S.R. 
the South, and brought safely into port 
Chevrolet Station-wagon, after terrible beating. This 
represents beating not only borrowed American 
car, built for swift and dependable travel American 
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roads, but beating, too, for Mrs. Douglas, and Mrs. 
Watkins, their friend, who accompanied them. 


dedicates his book “to Ali, the Persian peasant 
Hamadan, who offered his jug cold water 
blistering hot day.” Mr. Justice Douglas has been 
doffing his judicial robes every summer vacation take 
such trips obscure parts the world. His purpose 
not just “escape” into travel, but learn first 
hand, the nature and habitat ancient peoples who 
will someday again become tremendous influence 
the world. usually transmits that knowledge 
his exciting books, but this time does more. 
influences for good, the very people visits for 
represents the best America wherever travels. 


through Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Kurdistan 
and Turkey, roll along Mrs. Watkins’ 1956 
Chevrolet, subject only mountain torrents, road- 
blocks, insurmountable precipitous grades, flat-tires, and 
minor engine troubles. Mrs. Douglas the mechanic 
and who will say she does not conquer regardless 
impedimenta. What heroine for any novel! 


Something the flavor this book may captured 
his description restful stop-over little tea 
house Doati small village mud-huts the 
Bamian River Afghanistan. 


“Most the assembled Afghans, with their turbaned 
heads and loose flowing trousers, sat their haunches 
eating rice and lamb with the aid nan from plate 
that rested the carpeted floor the platform. The 
proprietor, small wirey man with indigo coat, red 
plaid trousers, and shirt, and tall skull cap, came 


running with two rope-bottomed beds, spread them 
with rugs and with much salaaming, bade sit down. 
ordered tea and unwrapped the lunch. did 
so, street crowd gathered. They were interested first 
Swiss pocket knife mine which has two blades, 


screw-driver, leather punch, and scissors. used 
slice some tomatoes and passed around these 
friendly Afghans could have glimpse Western 


Every day had its interesting happenings and with the 
keen observations Douglas guide us, are 
carried away his particular magic carpet the lands 
visited last summer. the shedding light 
reading lamp, before comfortable open fireplace, what 
better source contentment could fellow-traveler 
have this winter than with our remarkable Justice 
the United State Supreme Court the Middle East 
for journey book-travel? 


Franklin Dunham, 
Washington, D.C. 


Wedemeyer, Albert Wedemeyer Reports! 
Holt. Nov. 24,1958. 497p. $6.00. (IIa) 


Few American generals would experience the world- 
wide observations made General Wedemeyer during 
and immediately following World War II. the out- 
break war Wedemeyer was with the War Plans 
Division and remained there until August, 1943. 
that time became Deptuy Chief Staff Lord 
Louis Mountbatten’s Southeast Asia Command. From 


Wedemeyer 


SELLERs 


SAC Wedemeyer went China where served 
the dual capacity American Commander the 
China Theater and Chief Staff Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek. Wedemeyer’s last great adventure 
government service was fact-finding tour Ching 
and Korea 1947. This trip was made Special 
Representative President Truman and the trip 
came notorious because the report submitted 
Wedemeyer—a report which was first suppressed and 
finally published the State Department White Paper 
1949. Along the years Wedemeyer also had the 
opportunity visit every major fighting front with the 
exception the Russian. 

Obviously the space limitations single volume 
not afford Wedemeyer enough latitude tell but 
fragment the story which has gathered his im- 
mediate contacts with the great events our 
was participant many the military and politi- 
cal conferences World War and the roster his 
acquaintances included just about every important na- 
tional figure British, French, Chinese, and American 
political, diplomatic, and military circles. Wedemeyer 
has promised later volume solely devoted the Far 
East but this will not enough. going 
misunderstood and the subject bitter controversy 
much for what says for what leaves unsaid. 
Controversy not alien Wedemeyer; seems 
thrive it, but should seize opportunities state 
his position more clearly the printed word. 
admits being neophyte author and perhaps will 
benefit from the onslaught criticism which bound 
greet the publication this volume. There will 
thunder from the right, left, and middle both Amer- 
ica and abroad. 


This strange work many ways. times Wede- 
meyer most profound his observations—his candor 
and logic joy behold. other times seems 
have written with restraint—his inanities and incon- 
sistencies shock the reader. Before and since his 
retirement from active service Wedemeyer has been 
articulate critic and relentless crusader against Com- 
munism and Internationalism. has been 
structive friend China, advocate American 
paredness, sponsor reciprocal alliances and realistic 
diplomacy opposed entangling alliances and ideal- 
istic, neutralist, one-world diplomacy. Wedemeyer 
unique many ways. admits having made many 
and serious mistakes during his career; admits 
poor judgment; and, most important, admits not 
knowing all the answers. This not say that 
without positive convictions. Few would quarrel with 
his impression the role professional soldier in- 
volved the art military strategy: 
was not within the sphere responsibility under 
our type government make decisions concerning war 
peace. was job anticipate developments and con- 
tinuously make plans that country would prepared 
for any contingency which fate, politicians, power-drunk 
leaders might precipitate. 
Wedemeyer believes that someone had shirked the 
sponsibility which was willing assign outside 
the military. unrelenting his criticism 
President Roosevelt. does not ascribe evil motives 
F.D.R. but does believe that Roosevelt was beguiled 
Churchill into fighting war Europe which was 
senseless. Senseless, inasmuch, there was direct 
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forseeable threat the United States; senseless, 
was extricating the Soviet Union from well-deserved 
annihilation; senseless, was arousing indifferent 
German people bitter fight for survival; senseless, 
was fight for the balance power Europe 
which was essentially ageless and peculiarly Euro- 
pean problem; senseless, was war fought 
British terms for British objectives while the British 
were unprepared for fighting and when the objectives 
were obsolete. was rather lonely man 
fighting battle paper strategy with the British and 
they eventually saw that was eased out the 
War Plans Division into the obscurity the Southeast 
Asia Command. 


From Wedemeyer’s report there comes deep appre- 
ciation the danger America from coalitions. 
blames the British for prolonging the war Europe 
year and for major role the sell-out 
China. makes sense. American strategists argued 
long and futilely for cross-Channel invasion 1943. 
Churchill held out for some Mediterranean excursions 
(North Africa, Italy, the Balkans) save the colonial 
lifelines. course, when the over-rated bulldog 
hauled the lifelines even the carcasses the Com- 
monwealth were stripped bare. Americans, (at least 
few like Wedemeyer), wanted hit the Germans 
hard and fast their most vulnerable positions 
forestall the Russians from grabbing the entire center 
Europe. Churchill tried the hard way. Any 
schoolboy looking topographical map North 
Africa, the Italian Peninsula, the Balkans would in- 
stantly realize that the desert and mountains were not 
suitable for either land air offensives but Churchill 
convinced Roosevelt that this was the soft underbelly 
Europe. explains Churchill’s success 
vis-a-vis Roosevelt the grounds that Churchill had 
direct liaison with his military advisors, unity pur- 
pose with them allied conferences, and established 
objectives. Roosevelt, the other hand, was separated 
from his military strategists strategists the drug- 
store variety (Harry Hopkins, Judge Rosenman, “Pa” 
Watson, Averill Harriman, al.). The Americans 
quarreled amongst themselves allied conferences and 
followed lib-type diplomacy and strategy. Says 
Wedemeyer: 
Perhaps the outstanding lesson learned wartime ex- 
perience was that Americans must discipline their emotions 
when dealing with foreign affairs, 
context this would include military, political, and 
diplomatic components foreign affairs. Wedemeyer 
has dismal appraisal America’s current position: 
America may gradually losing default our won- 
derful heritage. may record that reached our 
peak the turn the century and are now experiencing 
decline the pattern poignantly recorded Gibbon 
The History the Decline and Fall the Roman Empire. 
Those who are familiar with Wedemeyer’s utterances 
over the past decade can naturally expect that the most 
interesting portion this book would deal with the 
China situation. might expected Wedemeyer 
echoes the criticism General Joseph Stilwell which 
was made General Claire Chennault his Way 
Fighter. Wedemeyer also excoriates George Catlett 
for the disastrous effects his fateful mission 
China 1946. this instance, however, Wede- 
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meyer seems almost reluctant criticize his old friend 
and superior. There can only one two estimates 
Marshall’s mental processes and actions the China 
affair. acted either out malice ignorance. 
Wedemeyer strongly discounts motives malice and 
attributes Marshall throughout the war with great per- 
blames Marshall’s failure his inex- 
perience diplomacy. Marshall did not have don 
striped pants realize that the Communists (whether 
the Soviet Union China) had been the treacher- 
ous enemies the Free World for almost four decades 
prior his mission China. Chiang Kai-shek had 
been fighting these people continuously since 1926. 
Any advice the contrary whether came from Mar- 
shall’s military colleagues diplomatic advisors should 
have been discounted any one who had even 
casual knowledge China the international con- 
spiracy Communism. Wedemeyer displays the same 
reticence toward Marshall’s true position does 
appraising John Davies, John Service, Raymond Lud- 
den, and John Emerson. This quartet were articulate 
sponsors the betrayal Nationalist China but Wede- 
meyer seems excuse them grounds misplaced 
idealism. There can excuse any one who con- 
founds idealism and communism. Those old China 
hands were thoroughly stupid they could find any 
merit the aims and ambitions the Red Chinese 
compared with the aspirations Chiang Kai-shek. 
Certainly there were glaring defects Nationalist 
China the only comparison was with the United 
States. But old China hands (and Wedemeyer him- 
self) oftentimes behaved China history began 
1937 and that China had right expect growing 
pains even though its growth into true Republic had 
made the convulsions internal and external 
wars. 


Wedemeyer has astounding suggestion for the future 
our diplomatic involvement such difficult prob- 
lems. desires see the establishment Grand 
Strategy Board with the responsibility formulating 
national aims and foreign policies for the consideration 
the President and Congress. Such board would 
under the chairmanship the Vice-President and its 
members selected for their collective knowledge and 
experience the political, economic, psychological, and 
military fields. The members would appointed for 
life. Wedemeyer, who prides himself knowledge 
history, seems bereft common sense this 
instance. the years when American diplomacy and 
strategy was confined the narrow principles Wash- 
ington’s Farewell Address, American soldiers lived out 
their lives America. Spare please from life- 
time diplomacy under the tenure people like 
Kennan, Acheson, Lattimore, Stassen and the hordes 
flamboyant publicity hounds who have made the 
fine art diplomacy into melange experiments 


frustration. 
Francis Gannon, 
Newton, Massachusetts 


Broad, Lewis Winston Churchill 
Hawthorn. Nov. 14,1958. 446p. $6.00. 


This volume, subtitled “The Years Preparation,” 
tells the story Churchill’s hectic career from his 


the 
simo 
hina 
ecial 
) be. 
and 
aper 
the 

the 

im- 
nes, 

ican 

Far 
} to 
rate 

ind 
dor 
his 
m- 
tic 

ler 
or 
n- 


346 


birth 1874 his resumption political power 
1939, and seems obviously the first two-volume 
biography. concise, clear and fascinating account 
great man and great statesman. The author de- 
serves special commendation for the way which 
has marshalled his material. much choose 
from, must have been difficult rely only the 
facts and let them speak for themselves. But that 
what Mr. Broad has done; and, best all, lets 
Churchill speak for himself. does not try por- 
tray his subject some sort superman, nor 
interested proving that Churchill was right the 
many controversial issues which engaged; 
admits the man’s faults and says, more than once, that 
Churchill was man rarely known walk about with 
oil can his hand. Lesser souls often found such 
man uncomfortable. His restless imagination and tire- 
less energy disturbed their equanimity, that was 
often convenient put him aside. But Winston was 
Achilles sulk his tent; believed himself 
and his destiny. When his country needed him 
was ready. 


One the great disappointments Churchill’s life 
was that his father underestimated him. brilliant 
intellectual himself, Randolph Churchill, because 
his son’s dismal record school, judged that the boy 
had little prospect for success either the law 
politics, and decided that Winston should become 
soldier. This suited the young man very well, 
was fond action and found real zest meeting 
challenge. While Winston was never indifferent 
the grimmer side war, his own courage was such 
that relished fight. proved himself soldier 
India and the Sudan where distinguished him- 
self the great cavalry charge against the dervishes. 
But was his work correspondent and author 
these early years that brought him the attention 
the public. result, when was captured 
the Boers sometime later and made daring escape, 
became something public hero. This gave him 
chance decide politics career and, although 
his first bid for office was unsuccessful, was encour- 
aged try again and won. 

Early his life, Churchill stuttered and even during 
the Boer war, the handbill offering reward for his 
recapture described him being unable pronounce 
the letter His maiden speech Parliament was, 
therefore, ordeal; but once was able get started 
showed such grasp affairs his future was as- 
sured. This initial speech also marked him man 
ready for Government office. 1906 became under- 
secretary the Colonial Office and had the satisfaction 
setting the South African Union. was, how- 
ever, First Lord the Admiralty that Churchill 
really showed his mettle, that least sea Eng- 
land was ready for war with the Kaiser. Although 
political squabble arose result the misadventure 
Gallipoli forced the Prime Minister let him go, 
Churchill came back Minister Munitions and, 
result his experiences the Front with trench 
warfare, was largely instrumental creating the tank. 
After the war, Secretary for the Colonies, con- 
tributed his share toward the compromise solution 
the Irish question, besides important work the Middle 
East. His last job government office before World 
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War was Chancellor the Exchequer. There 
won laurels except speaker defending his budget, 
Although the man who holds this office traditionally 
becomes Prime Minister, the temper the times was 
such that neither the public nor the Government were 
willing listen man who insisted proclaiming 
the danger Hitler and German rearmament, 
Only when Edward was about abdicate was 
chill’s advice sought and that the 
with generous loyalty and 
pleaded for time before irrevocable decisions were 
made; but unpopular had become that time was 
not given. was only 1939 when the country was 
dire need that was called back serve. 

This excellent biography worth while reading for 
all. contains excellent cartoons, jages 
photographs, pages index, pages Churchill’s 
record elections, pages bibliography and page 
devoted the various offices held the 
ment and his many writings. 

William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, D.C. 


Bocca, Geoffrey 
The Adventurous Life Winston Churchill 
Messner. Nov. 256p. $5.00. 


Brightened 245 illustrations, including photographs, 
portraits, cartoons, and sketches, this running biography 
nowhere near the stature the volume described 
above, but may prove more popular because for 
those who read-as-they-run. Something the 
ence between the two may noted from the fact that 
little more than half the number pages this book 
covers all that biographer Broad will eventually discuss 
yet another volume lengthy the first; which 
roughly comes down squeezing into one-quarter the 
length text the “life” lively subject. However, 
although somewhat jejune details and documenta- 
tion, this readable volume and one that should 
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Lamb, Harold 

Hannibal: One Man Against Rome 
Doubleday. Nov. 20, 1958. 310p. $4.50. 
During fifteen fateful days the late fall 218 
Hannibal the Carthaginian marched 20,000 foot sol- 
diers, 6,000 horsemen, and herd shivering battle 
elephants over the snow-covered passes the Alps, 
and thereby struck terror the heart Rome. From 
the moment appeared like wraith the head- 
waters the Po, has lived the popular imagi- 
nation—a figure unmistably heroic stature. “Of all 
that befell both the Romans and the Carthaginians,” 
wrote the Greek historian Polybius, “the cause was one 
man, and one mind—Hannibal’s.” 
Curiously enough, the image have him from his- 
tory obscure. From the Romans, have inherited 
accurate account his major battles and his superb 
tactics the field. But the notes the two 
taries who accompanied him during his campaigns were 
destroyed; and the bulk Carthaginian literature, in- 
cluding books which Hannibal himself wrote, perishe 
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the destruction Carthage city and civili- 
zation. 

Actually most what know about Hannibal 
drawn from the histories his enemies. their hatred 
and dread, they could never picture him otherwise 
than “the terrible antagonist the Senate and the 
Roman people.” What kind man really was, 
what incentives carried him into Italy, what hoped 
accomplish and why are the challenging questions 
which Harold Lamb has sought the answers his re- 
search for this latest his “biographical narratives.” 


Traditionally, Hannibal described the implacable 
foe Rome, his entire life dominated the celebrated 
oath took child—swearing undying hatred for 
Rome—According Lamb, however, Hannibal actual- 
swore not friend the Romans,” technical 
expression which the historical context expanding 
Roman influence, meant never become satellite 
Rome.” Somewhere early his career came 
realize the dimensions the Roman threat, and there- 
uopn assumed active responsibility for Carthage’s sur- 
vival. 

Before anyone else Hannibal saw that the entire Medi- 
terranean world would soon echoing with the tramp 
Roman legions. personally planned stop 
them. the west, Spain must secured base 
operations, bridgehead Europe and source 
men and supplies. the east, Philip Macedon 
must won over ally. Most important all, 
war must brought Italy. 

reducing execution this broad conception his 
task, Hannibal joined astonishing flexibility method 
with fierce tenacity purpose. Unexcelled 
tactician, defeated every Roman commander 
faced during the sixteen years maintained his army 
Italy. consummate leader men, entered 
Italy with army largely composed tribesmen from 
Spain and ended his fighting there with troops recruited 
the spot. 

Why, then, did Hannibal eventually fail? Lamb sug- 
gests number reasons, chiefly Rome’s seapower and 
her singular endurance the face defeat. Again 
Polybius was right: “The Romans are never much 
feared when they have real danger fear.” 
But more significantly, the Romans won because they 
learned imitate the methods Hannibal used against 
them successfully. 

Harold Lamb’s earlier narratives have been widely read 
and admired for sustained interest, fresh viewpoint, 
and vivid writing. His latest deserves equal attention, 
its own merits and because the thoughtful reader 
will find many illuminating points comparison be- 
tween Rome’s long duel with Carthage and the cold 
war which are present committed. 


William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


McMinnies, Mary The Visitors 
Harcourt, Brace. Nov. 576p. $4.95. (IIb) 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—December 


The basic story which Mrs. McMinnies has tell 
second remarkably well-written novel simple 
enough dispatch four five lines: The wife 
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young and attractive consular agent the British For- 
eign Service assigned secondary post Iron- 
Curtain country gets mixed smuggling contraband 
into that country through diplomatic channels and 
risks not only her own safety but the career her 
husband. But around this story line woven such 
fabric brilliantly conceived and realized eccentric 
characters, shifting moods and tempers, the minu- 
tiae life hazardous that continually under 
espionage sharply and accurately observed that the 
novel becomes richly comic adventure, properly sea- 
soned with implicit tragedy and the subscribers the 
Book-of-the-Month Club should grateful the 
board editors who have chosen for their December 
offering. 


Mrs. McMinnies married Foreign Service man, 
studied Munich and served herself interpreter 
Vienna, then, wife and mother accompanied her 
husband Greece, Poland, Italy, Malaya, Cyprus and 
Lebanon. There can little doubt that she not too 
serious about disguising the locale this adventure 
under the name town and country, Grusnow and 
Slavonia, respectively. Krakow down 
the trumpeter who blows the age-old signal the hours 
from the cathedral tower, stopping always that note 
which the trumpeter stopped centuries ago when 
Turkish arrow pierced his throat. The capital city, 


Slavnik, therefore must Warsaw, and Slavonia 
Poland. 


The Purdoes arrive the Grand Hotel take over the 
suite occupied their predecessors ,about whom they 
know nothing except that the Simpsons left rather 
hurry. They find they are heir native maid, Gisela, 
and the parcels directed, under covering wrapper 
addressed themselves, Princess Rapovska. They 
also fall heir the friendship American corre- 
spondent some five years precarious existence 
Grusnow, Abe Schulman; and the disappointed envy 
Herbert and Olga Wragg, the second-in-command. 
That they brought with them governess their two 
small children the enigmatic Miss Raven was their own 
fault. And that Sophie Bielska loved everything 
English and talked the language with the slangy dash 
her own governess years before the war, was one’s 
fault but Sophie’s. 


The trouble was that Milly started getting the packages 
for the rapacious Rapovska more out pity and be- 
cause she thought was somehow expected her, 
since the wonderful Mrs. Simpson had done before 
her, and then continued because she wanted the 
extra money buy dress and some old lace and some 
Meissen china and because, frankly, she was bored with 
nothing but sit about walk the park 
with Gisela the farmers’ market wait for Larry 
come home from the office and bring Abe some- 
one for drink. Furthermore, she was not clever 
enough know that she could not tick off Gisela, who 
had proved willing conspirator, for taking her ten 
percent without having Gisela tip off her boy friend, 
the porter Kaszimierz, who did not intend let him- 
self get trapped into marrying and wanted turn 
report worth bonus and transfer. And she could 
never get through her head that all foreigners were 
being watched assiduously for excuse kick them 
out the country. 
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The tragic figure the novel the ingenuous but 
industrious Sophie, generous her devotion the 
Purdoes and unselfish her struggle support her 
Aunt Singe and her ne’er-do-anything brother. But 
the grand gesture Sophie makes throwing big 
party for her English friends, after selling the last 
the Gobelin tapestries, that sparks the final denoue- 
ment. For after that that Milly goes off with Abe 
Schulman, hoping for affair, and winds instead 
with Herbert Wragg because Abe too canny 
compromised. And course Milly has left the in- 
criminating packages contraband the boot Abe’s 
Citroen where they are duly discovered and Abe has 
leave intemperately. 

There element real suspense, too, the de- 
velopment the character dowdy Miss Raven, 
secret toper and dreamer erotic daydreams, who 
fancies that Larry Purdoe falling for her dubious 
charms. She has sent offstage straitjacket. 
And there something shock unexpected fan- 
tasy finding that Gisela not only the daughter 
necromancer, but perhaps something witch herself. 
This rattling good novel that adult readers will find 
hard put aside, barring the questionable incident 
Milly’s adventure with Wragg. 

Grady, 


University Scranton 


Gallico, Paul Mrs. ’Arris Goes Paris 
Doubleday. Nov. 20,1958. 157p. $2.50. (I) 


Mrs. ’Arris has already been seen television 
play adapted from this novelette, but her wonderfully 
obstinate yearning for one beautiful party dress, for 
which she has saved her earnings for years 
charwoman London, has wider influence these 
pages than had the screen. The indomitable 
old lady’s deep desire for something beautiful, matter 
that she may never have proper occasion deck her- 
self out it, melts the usually icy hearts the per- 
ceptive people Paris salon haute couture. 
tale sentimental old-fashioned valentine, but 
like such valentine has real share hearty sub- 
stance it. you don’t fall love with little Ada 
you should maybe see 
wrong with you. 


Innes, Hammond The Land God Gave Cain 
Knopf. Nov. 17,1958. 307p. $3.95. 


After Cain’s offense against God, all know what 
kind land would have been given him God, 
and that just the sort country Labrador seems 
the latest novel Hammond Innes. land, 
rocky and barren, cold and forbidding, uninhabited 
and unwanted, forms the backdrop for another action- 
packed, mystery-tinged story based the travels and 
experiences the author. Once again Innes paints 


pen picture human beings and their emotions, 
did The Wreck the Mary Deare, and makes the 
reader live with his characters. 


Ian Ferguson, engineer England, rushes home 
London, find his father, ham radio operator, dead, 
from the excitement message from Labrador. Con- 
vinced the truth the reception the message, 


Gallico Innes Boulle Heckelmann 


though the authorities say was impossible—the 
ing machine had only distance 150 miles and the 
sender was dead—Ian gets ride airplane 
Labrador. talks the head the mining com. 
pany, for whom the message sender was working, and 
meets the pilot who had reported the sender dead, 
Obstacles are hurdled plunges clear his 
father’s name and discovers that his grandfather 
had been murdered the grandfather the man 
who had reported false airplane accident and the 
false death Briffe, the prospector who had sent the 
message for help. 

Ian convinces the daughter the dead man that 
could have sent the message, and convinces old 
railroad man, the first one meet the pilot 
stumbled out the wilderness. Ian, Darcy, the 
road man, the pilot, and Briffe’s daughter head for the 
scene the crash through woods, swamps, rocks and 
lakes which few white men had even seen. The struggle 
portrays the indomitable make-up the people who 
are conquering Labrador and the climax surprising. 
Innes continues his latest novel show himself 
master suspense without writing and 
though his descriptive narrations are many, they add 
to, rather than detract from, the action the story. 
This not much plot The Wreck the 
Mary Deare but excellent successor that best 
truly exciting, appealing story that can 


recommended all. John Cullen, A.B., LL.B. 


Boulle, Pierre The Other Side the Coin 
Vanguard. Oct. 27,1958. 218p. $3.50. 


The setting Malaya, up-country from Singapore 
rubber plantation managed Bernard Delavigne, 
Frenchman who has married American wife, Patri- 
cia. Contrasted with the way things the planta- 
tion are the way things hillside camp Com- 
munist Chinese “resistants” under the leadership 
Kim. Ironically, the two leaders are concerned about 
their widely different work almost the same terms, 
almost the same words. The one girl terrorist, Ling, 
wounded abortive attempt hijack payroll 
from the plantation and hidden and cared for 
Patricia, contrary all the rules the police. The 
stages her re-education under Pat’s indomitable 
goodness are sketched and the final irony makes Pat 
captive the terrorists while Ling goes off with Bernard 
his leave Paris. Pat will exchanged for the 
terrorist inspector Ho, and the novel closes with the 
rueful admission one the plantation assistants 
Robert Jourdain, that Ling has become “one us.” 
Not any means the stature this author’s 
The Bridge the River Kwai, this amusing 
morality which tries bridge both sides what 
called “the colonial problem.” Boulle not quite 
clear whether endorses Pat’s philosophy that “we 
must all learn love one another,” mostly because 
makes Pat something officious biddy. 


Heckelmann, Charles Trumpets the Dawn 
Doubleday. Nov. 325p. $3.95. (Ila) 


This action-packed novel the Far West will wel- 
comed readers who still thrill Indian fighting, 
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bloody battles, bone-crushing brawls and the swooping 
charge the Cavalry. 


Lieutenant Zane Travis the hero who loves and loses 
Mary Fenton rascally West Pointer, Lieutenant 
Gunnison. Gunnison such deep-dyed villain the 
reader will probably wonder how ever managed 
graduate from the Point. His main activities seem 
roistering, wenching, and cribbing exams; however, 
his personality, which has dash and charm, plus his 
good looks work magic with all the fair sex. 


The story opens with beleaguered party troopers 
shooting out with band Sioux. Mary, now Mrs. 
Gunnison, with the detachment from Fort Fetterman 
Wyoming territory. the fight, Travis knocked un- 
conscious and Mary captured Indian chief. 
After Travis recuperates the Fort hospital, leaves 
without permission, tracks down Mary’s captor and kills 
him and rescues Mary from the Indian village. For 
this escapade, broken down private and trans- 
ferred Custer’s command Fort Abraham Lincoln 
Dakota Territory. Some months later, Gunnison 
sent join Custer and epic free-for-all occurs when 
Travis and Gunnison meet. Mary realizes the mistake 
she made marrying Gunnison who still philander- 
ing, she asks for divorce she can marry Travis 
who still loves her. 

Well, the narrative bogs down bit when the author 
injects superfluous detail about Custer’s background 
and about battle preparations for the Little Big Horn 
fiasco. But the author has eye for robust detail 
his battle scenes that pulls the reader into the vortex 
violence and leaves him breathless. Action and 
terror mount the final clash between Chief Crazy 
Horse, Sitting Bull and the several wings Custer’s 
Column. Lieutenant Travis, now restored rank, 
escapes the massacre with remnants Reno’s troops 
and Gunnison handily killed off action, leaving 
Mary free marry the hero. 

While the author solid ground when describing 
fights, battles and background scenery, writes like 
soap-opera specialist when describing Mary Fenton’s 
tribulations, with few cliches missing. But the main 
this story the old West told whip-cracking 
pace for adult enthusiasts not already satiated with the 
multiple variations the theme all over TV. 


Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Cooley, Leland Frederick The Run for Home 
Doubleday. Nov. 6,1958. 419p. $4.50. (III) 

“If this novel ofttimes brutal and depraved 
because brutality and depravity were the dominant 
forces affecting the lives those who lived the 
tramp steamers during the Merchant Serv- 
ice’s lowest ebb the This how Leland 
Frederick Cooley accounts for the ugly language and 
events contained his novel The Run for Home. 
sea, the crew the Tropic Trader engages brutality, 
gambling and brawling; ashore, these seamen are 
less extreme their drink and lust. The animality 
the majority often excites individual pacifier be- 
come “an enraged animal seeking devour its tor- 
mentor.” Mr. Cooley describes deeds violence and 
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lust with merciless The reader can put his 
imagination aside entirely. 
The novel’s young hero, Lewis “Slim” Fredericks, (even 
his name suggests that autobiographical fiction), 
leaves home eighteen join the merchant fleet. 
Aboard the Tropic Trader makes both friends and 
enemies among the crew. San Francisco, shipmate 
leads him search for prohibition gin, search that 
ends Slim’s first visit brothel. After leaving 
San Francisco, the Tropic Trader carries Slim the 
Columbia River take cargo, and thereafter 
Zealand and several other Pacific islands before 
returning home. Wauna, Oregon, Slim meets the 
lovely, gay Edye Morrison, for whom treasures the 
memory virtuous romance. Enroute New Zea- 
land, gradually gains self assurance seaman. 
saves mate’s life sewing closed gaping cut 
that had resulted from wild fight. The crew comes 
place confidence him. Aukland, Slim once 
again the passionate sailor ashore, thrilling the will- 
ing body the voluptuous Marge. succeeding chap- 
ters, Mr. Cooley alternates scenes danger sea and 
brawling and sex port. saloon, Slim defends 
himself free-for-all with his shipmate Warndahl. 
the Tasmanian Sea, the Tropic Trader runs into 
storm that breaks the lashings several dynamite 
drums; Second Mate Peterson fatally wounded. 
Again port, few members the crew smuggle 
prostitute aboard; while she seduces the inexperienced 
Ioway, the more erotic crewmen buy time the port- 
hole watch scene described language which 
easily obscene any sailor’s. 
Slim Fredericks certainly provided education, 
sorts, during his tour aboard the Tropic Trader. Espe- 
cially when thinks the innocent Edye and when 
recalls the advice his parents, experiences mo- 
ments guilt. But Slim also believes that has 
gained release from his parents’ way life. thinks 
that they are victimized “habit patterns their own 
choosing unable free themselves from the deep 
rut their own grinding.” Slim knows that his time 
the merchant service has increased his self confidence 
and his knowledge the world, but carries this 
burden guilt. And The Run for Home never makes 
clear what code morals Slim has violated sense 
guilt. This ocean judgment that Slim and his 
creator, Mr. Cooley, are reluctant explore. 


Joseph Wolff, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Harris, The Tall Man 
Straus Cudahy. Nov. 14, 1958. 194p. $3.50. 
a 
This fairly good novel the Korean war, interest- 
ing mainly because was written Australian 
about hero from that country. does not seem 
good Hold Back the Night Pat Frank. But 
the point view different and shows the excellent 
fighting qualities which the Aussies displayed war. 
The plot slight: how the tall man, aided two 
Orientals, infiltrates the North Korean lines get in- 
formation gun emplacements. There good sus- 
pense, good description the country, and particularly 
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good insight into the character the Orientals, who 
have turned the Western powers liberate their 
country from communism. Perhaps this the best 
part it—a sympathy and understanding the Orien- 
tal. mainly action story, with the usual char- 
acter conflicts men under fire, and might enjoyed 
anyone who took part that confusing and bloody 
conflict. work for adults. 


Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, D.C. 


Stevenson, Anna and Her Daughters 
Rinehart. Nov. 278p. $3.50. 


The sudden death Gerald Harcourt leaves his wife 
Anna and her three daughters, Helen, Jane and Rosalie, 
without any assured source income. she decides 
bring the family her native Ryddelton Scot- 
land, since will impossible make ends meet 
London. The comparative solitude the new home 
was first startling contrast the gay life that all 
had been leading. But they managed adjust them- 
selves ime, and the three daughters found work that 
suited their tastes. And then suddenly Ronnie Fergu- 
son, handsome young scientist, enters the picture and 
unknowingly destroys this domestic bliss. 


The affections the three sisters are centered upon 
him. Jane the first meet him, but Rosalie falls 
really love, while Helen, the oldest, the most beau- 
tiful, and the one who always gets what she wants, 
becomes his wife. Rosalies forgets her grief marry- 
ing man twice her age, while Jane writes novel 
the seventeenth century; she invests her hero with 
all the admirable traits that Ronnie possessed, 
least that Jane thought possessed. But would not 
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Stevenson O’Connell 


Best SELLERs 


entirely fair spoil the enjoyment any potential 
reader telling what happens later on. 


The characters this book are not sharply drawn; the 
author rambles too much; Anna, who from the title 
and the opening pages seemingly the principal figure, 
almost forgotten the end. But these are only minor 
flaws construction, and the story well told that 
holds your interest the very last page. Aside from 
occasional remark, which conflicts with the Chris. 
tian concept marriage, the moral tone uniformly 
high. This Stevenson’s thirty-second novel, 
and critics will probably rank among her best. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


O’Connell, Charles The Vanishing Island 
Devin-Adair. Nov. 28,1958. 211p. $3.50. 

This first novel Charles O’Connell subtitled: “An 
Irish Entertainment.” Though undeniably Irish, 
the term entertainment has understood somewhat 
the sense that Graham Greene uses that noun. 
has adventure, some arch humor, and bizarre quality 
about that makes quite difficult classify. Perhaps 
might considered derivative work, for contains 
both treatment and plot something John Synge, 
Bruce Marshall, Peadar O’Donnell, Wells, and 
Maurice Walsh. 


evokes the stark splendor primitive life 
almost barren island, Synge did regarding the Aran 
Islanders. ventures into the realm fantasy some- 
what like Bruce Marshall his Father 
Miracle. exalts the grandeur simple people 
well Peadar O’Donnell’s The Way Was with 
Them. advances beyond terrestrial boundaries 
Wells was wont do. even delineates some 
capricious characters the manner Maurice Walsh. 


Yet also tells somewhat different story and tells 
somewhat different way than any its 
types. The narrative itself evenly divided between 
that Cathal O’Riain and David Cartwright, both 
maintaining the first person point view. This ar- 
rangement hinders rather than helps the flow action. 
quite possible that the reader will somewhat 
disappointed with the latter half the book. 


Cathal O’Riain, the owner house island 
the mainland Ireland, tells the story first and 
somewhat general terms. has rented his island 
house Englishman, David Cartwright, who seeks 
its isolation write work peace, specifically 
peace plan devised his father. Cathal takes this 
aloof Englishman the island where they meet Kate 
Farrington, Cartwright’s housekeeper-to-be, Polly 
naugh, aged woman with psychic insight, Dan 
and his two sons, Frank and Molly Casey and 
their three little daughters. air mystery, almost 
enveloping the fog which wont shroud the 
island, immediately asserts itself. 


Meanwhile Cathal spends most his time the 
mainland, particularly when torrential rain and 
devastating gale beset both the island and the 
land, suggesting that the ancient prophecy that the 
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would vanish might fulfilled. The prophecy 
not exactly fulfilled, but more mystery emerges after 
the storm has ceased. All this told Cathal. 


Then the story continues, this time Cartwright, with 
the details how the islanders fared under the storm 
and the solution the mystery. This latter half 
the narrative limps, for repetitious, revealing little 
than what might surmised from Cathal’s account, 
even though well written. However, the novel 
quite worth the reading, for modern sputnik 
and often refreshing the wind that blows over the 


churning Irish Sea. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Carroll, Paul Vincent Irish Stories and Plays 
Devin-Adair. 278p. $4.00. (I) 

one can say that the author this volume, after 
his recognition playwright major importance 
with Shadow and the Substance, and The White Steed, 
does not have his roots very fertile reality human 
endeavours. again, literary reality the 
“auld sod,” evinced these stories and plays, charm- 
ingly displayed and presented with the laughter 
affection. 


There are eight stories included the volume. Each 
admirably fashioned; each presents the reader with 
entertainment and thoughtful pause. The moods are 
varied, ranging from farce pity; from rollicking der- 
ting-do tragic characterizations. All them are 
brilliant their brevity. 


The situation the wanderer from husbandly duties 
humorous truism; there bittersweet spiritual 
quality Maura Manahan, who went gently; fore- 
shadowed evil the story jockey Martin Cliffe; 
raucous laughter the adventuresome Maisie; nos- 
talgic sweetness the story stepmother and boy, 
Timmy; chipper smartness the Hogan; 
the hilarious side the evils drink for the Peter 
Grady family; and sea-mist grimness the tale 
Martin’s brother’s wife, Mary. The characters are indi- 
viduals first caught wealth social problems 
and are successfully limned for the reader that they 
remain long after reading. 


The one-act plays are amusing concept. They might 
admirably for small literary theater group. Trans- 
lated American production, difficult realize 
more than passing interest anything more than 
The plots are simple, and the outcome easily 
apparent after the first six sides. 


The one three-act play the volume titled The Devil 
Came from Dublin. The secondary billing lists 
satirical extravaganza” which extravagant word 
and hardly seen theatrical programs now. The play 
itself romp; one those the Anglian literary scene 
delights for plays and cinemas. The Devil tax- 
collector successfully hoodwinked townspeople, con- 
stabulary, the clergy, and red-haired local beauty. 
here have been Dublin and London productions and 
the theatre public must have been entertained. 
successful formula any colloquial setting. 


Carroll Lofts Brady 
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Briefly concerns the arrival new District Justice 
the Irish village Chuckeyhead, near the northern 
border. Despite the serious food shortages the time, 
the Justice resolves stop the smuggling that has 
brought the village fame. Mike, young smuggler, 
enamored Rita, the local beauty, who uses her 
charms thwart the Justice with the help the local 
barman, the inebriated constabulary, several villagers 
comedy types; but all ends well for Mike and Rita, 
not the Justice. amusing, clever, and the 
author strong man with his dialectic motivations 


character. 
Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 


Lofts, Nora Hold Heaven Your Hand 


These sixteen short stories exhibit rare combination 
literary craftsmanship, variety subject and char- 
acter introspection. Although scenes and characters 
are changed each offering, interest never flags. One 
reminded O’Henry’s superb denouements the 
mistress-servant reversal role two women are “Going 
Downhill Together,” Hitchcock’s mastery “All 
That Necessary,” title taken from Burke’s “All that 
necessary for evil triumph for enough good men 
nothing.” The difficulty self-evaluation key- 
notes “The White “Lady the 
Tiger” theme evoked the “Portrait Mcther”; 
was voodoo food poisoning? “The Black Christ 
Adlerwald” horror fantasy with Faustian impli- 
cations that fails come off bit simply because words 
cannot substitute for the picture the artist gone mad. 
The sauerkraut ending “The Good Memory” 
gem humor, with touch irony found 
“Rapunzel All told this enjoyable collec- 
tion that should present many Christmas 
stocking. 

Eugene Willging, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, D.C. 


Brady, Charles This Land Fulfilled 
Dutton. 346p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Stirring indeed were the days when Viking long-ships 
braved the open ocean during the 9th and 10th Cen- 
turies, steering the stars and the shadow 
ship’s thwart upon her side, with the possible anachron- 
ism Arabian-discovered magnetic needle 
Costain) added lagniappe. Stirring and romantic 
they were and neither the action nor the romance suffer 
Charles Brady’s recreation the historico-legendary 
Vinland faring Leif Ericsson which, discounting the 
legend Brendan, marks the discovery our own 
dear, atom-bursting land. brief, has woven, and 
woven well, semi-saga Leif’s famous discovery and 
the subsequent ill-fated colonization, through the 
lips Thrand Thorbergson, priest the new white 
Christianity, which had but recently come Norway 
and, through Leif, Greenland and thence Vinland. 
central characters addition Leif and Thrand 
are Brian, grand-nephew the famous Boru and fos- 
terling Olaf Tryggvesson, Grianne, captive Irish prin- 
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cess, Thorhall Gamlason, Jomsburg Viking who per- 
sonifies the last and most honorable adherence the 
cruel and despairing religion Thor and the gods 
the North. These are supported host additional 
characters. 


The tale, even the condensed Bradyized version, 
far too long relate here but consists adequate 
fleshing the bare bones legend and the even 
barer bones history most learned them 
our grammar school days. There are the discoveries 
Helluland (Newfoundland), Markland (Nova Scotia) 
and Vinland (probably something south Portland) 
but addition there are excellent descriptions Norse 
customs; dozens historical incidents are related 
the story; there the romance between Brian and 
Grianne, who finally come King and Queen 
Ireland; there adventure the founding colony, 
bloody battle with bears and even more ferocious 
Nature; there are the disastrous attacks the Skrael- 
ings (Indians) and the eventual return Greenland 
Leif, after his father’s death, Ireland for Brian, 
Grianne and Thrand. The seeds the colony’s fated 
failure had been sown the first hostile encounter 
with the Skraelings and had been matured when Thor- 
hall sent bloody eagle the person Skraeling 
chief accompany his friend Thorvald Ericsson 
Valhalla. Throughout the book runs studied account 
the way which old and new religions strove for 
dominance the Norse soul which Thorhall, Thor’s 
chief protagonist, does not even repent his death 
during the battle Clontarf which marked the break- 
ing-point Norse devilry and which Thrand saw from 
afar sorcery-induced vision. Throughout the book 
also runs the tenderly beautiful love story Brian and 
Grianne which Dr. Brady demonstrates excellent 
facility with the theology love, divine and carnal. 


Dr. Brady Chairman college English Depart- 
ment; this reviewer Chairman college Biology 

epartment: that, perhaps, both book and review 
suffer from the same fault, tendency toward overly- 
didactic exposition which only natural view 
our professions. Suffice say that didacticism rears 
modest head many occasions when Thrand takes 
time out acquaint with all the factors which might 
influence situation story then proceeds de- 
velop. This partially device overcome the handi- 
cap placing many events single story. One 
would happier, however, had this story appeared 
book thrice long. One might also cite 
flaw the appearance frequent verbal idiomatic 
anachronisms, again habit fallen into easily 
those who deal with English words and whose love for 
expressive facility their use leads one confer upon 
them the attribute universality. But enough 
fault-finding—the book’s virtues are apparent even 
carping reviewer. fine and wonderful story, 
well conceived and well executed and told manner 
for which Sigrid Undset, her best, would feel 
shame. Adventure, romance, historical background 


and idea are well blended that one can read this 
book with liking again and yet again. One only hopes 
that Dr. Brady will someday “let himself go” full- 
length saga the coming Christianity the North, 
giving the length and time and effort deserves. 
for the present book, because meaty spots, 


Claudel 


SELLERs 


would seem best recommend only the more 
mature high school students and older readers. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Claudel, Paul Poet Before the Cross 
Regnery. Nov. 10,1958. 269p. $6.50. (Ila) 

Claudel began Poet Before the Cross New York 
April, 1933, just after had concluded his 
sadorship Washington; finished exactly two 
year later Brussels. The book well titled since 
link between the two phases Claudel’s career 
writer. Behind him were his poems and plays; ahead 
were the Scriptural studies that feature his last twenty- 
two years. Though published France 1938, this 
important work now becomes available English 
readers for the first time Professor Wallace Fowlie’s 
competent translation. 


Though life-long student the Bible, Claudel never 
says, have studied the Bible, but poet, not 
The present work shares this character his studies 
calls “not original exposition but diligent 
classification texts.” 


Essentially the book extended meditation that 
begins with reflective exposition monologue form, 
liberally supplied with footnotes minimize dis 
traction, and develops into prayer. Composed entirely 
the first person and present tense, mingling 
Claudel’s own comment with plentitude 
tion (all from the Knox translation) the presentation 
achieves both effect intimacy with the reader and 
dramatic vividness. Instead standing 
the Scriptural content becomes organic part the 
meditation. 

The first part studies the Chalice symbol 
tion and purification, then contemplates the crucified 
Christ the new Adam burdened with the sins 
those came save. Part organized around the 
Seven Last Words and hence shows thinly discernible 
narrative. Its broad theme finds Christ’s dying sen- 
tences reversal the order requests the Our 
Father: the Lord’s’ Prayer begins with God, descends 
earth, and concludes with the devil and evil; 
words the cross begin with evil, pass the Church 
militant, and end with the divine Will. The last part 
consists series prayers: for the Jews, Moslems, 
pagans, Protestants (who contrast with the others 
having blinded themselves rather 
blind), unbelievers, the author’s family, 
“For Myself.” appendix reflects briefly the 
symbolism the kiss Judas, Benjamin’s three 
dred pieces silver and five garments, and 
peregrination. 

The most powerful passage “The Harrowing Hell” 
Part II, which grim and sometimes hideous view 
man’s descent into the void sin. Central this 
and the whole book, however, the Crucifixion and, 
associated with that supreme sacrifice, heartening 
view the problem evil the hand God laid 
caressingly man. extensive use the Old 
ment prefiguration the New, Claudel steadily 
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shows suffering something Christ came share 
rather than inflict, divine providence that man 
must accept, does grace, achieve sainthood. 
Professor Fowlie’s introduction interprets the pervading 
theme very well: “The gigantic figure the cross 
perpetual manifestation the Host. The poet looks 
the one dazzling sign which able pierce 
our blindness. sees manifested the total sim- 
plicity truth, the one symbol strong enough defeat 
an’s skepticism and bitterness. Thanks the cross, 
the universe filled with Presence which gives its 
equilibrium and its unity.” 
The mysticism and rhapsodic style make this difficult 
book, but likewise very rewarding one. All 
mature readers willing think seriously about life and 
the revelation given man map through life will 


value highly. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Eastern Exposure 


Kalb, Marvin 
Oct. 27, 1958. 332p. $4.50. 


Farrar, Straus Cudahy. 
(I) 

This story the author’s thirten months the Soviet 
Union was different. student the Soviet Union 
Harvard, Marvin Kalb came equipped with language 
and background. Press Attaché the American 
Embassy, had time and certain amount freedom 
move around. His journal tells story after story 


day day happenings, each registering with telling’ 


impact what the ordinary Ivan like. the other 
side the coin, his intellectual pursuit information 
Uvarov, 19th century Russian Minister Educa- 
tion, brought him into contact with old professors, stu- 
dents, and also intellectual hacks. 
Most the international political events which hap- 
pened shortly before during the author’s stay the 
U.S.S.R. are matters record. However, little enough 
first hand information the reaction the various 
Russians, from cab drivers diplomats, has appeared. 
The 20th Party Congress with its denunciation Stalin, 
Posnan riots, the Hungarian rebellion, all had their 
Even though only meagre news came 
through the Russians, almost everywhere Kalb found 
dissatisfaction with the official channels and explana- 
tions. 
Kalb visited sections Moscow, Leningrad, and other 
cities off the beaten path. The “socialist paradise” 
offered the real Russian proletariat only slums, poverty, 
hard work, mere subsistence and promises. Sasha, his 
Leningrad friend, characterized too many casual visitors 
the Soviet Union, “You were spending too much 
time the Nevsky.” And, showed Kalb the old 
houses, the cracked walls, the broken windows and the 
children, whose laughter amid this poverty was like two 
left shoes, Sasha continued, “These are the people who 
made the revolution 1917. These are the people 
who are the Russian proletariat Now, look how they 
312). 
Such experiences carry punch which promises 
but underline the contrast between ruler and 
tuled. controlled amount freedom returned when 


Kalb Storm 


Maurice Utrillo. 
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Krushchev buried Stalin the 20th Party Congress, 
but the reins tightened again writers, students, 
teachers when Krushchev resurrected the spirit 
Stalin. 


Eastern Exposure has axe grind its observations 
Russian life and its sidelights Russian history. 
Here you can find least small picture what the 
silent Russian thinks. Yes, the Russian against war. 
Ivan suffered much from the Nazi and more from his 
own leaders. perspective, the Russian seeks reassur- 
ance from foreigners that his controlled press lies 
consistently stressing the aggressive intent “capi- 
America. But even Kalb did not ask what Ivan 
might ready given real chance rid himself 
his all too evident yoke. 


Walter Jaskievicz, 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University 


Storm, John The Valadon Drama 
Dutton. Nov. 28,1958. 271p. $4.95. (IIb) 


This the life Suzanne Valadon, who, since her 
death 1938 the age seventy-three, has been 
considered some quarters “France’s greatest wo- 
man artist.” Judgment the justification and va- 
lidity such singular position must left more 
competent critics and connoisseurs. any event her 
claim fame rests much upon her own outstanding 
artistic accomplishments does upon the fact that 
she brought into this world another noted painter, 
Perhaps was her relationship with 
this tragic and pathetic figure son, whom she taught 
and protected, well the “divine magic” her art 
which prompted Maurice Utter, her one husband 
among myriad lovers, speak about The Valadon 
Drama. 


Herself the illegitimate offspring seamstress, 
Suzanne never lost the humor perpetuating the mys- 
tery her son’s paternity. For eighteen Suzanne 
was known for the number men with whom she 
had consorted, and the fact that Maurice bore strong 
resemblance Miguel Utrillo, whose name legally 
received, was passed off with mere shrug. 
this, perhaps, more than anything else, which points 
the character and temperament, well the per- 
sonality, this strange yet fascinating woman. 

Left completely her own drunkard mother, 
Suzanne, the street waif, knew other world than 
the Bohemian life the Montmartre. Sought after 
model, Suzanne came into her own artist note 
with her original drawings bold and sensuous lines. 
Later life she adapted her talents etchings and 
paintings. 

Self-centered and promiscuous, Suzanne moved from 
one lover the next, for one brief idyll being 
model and mistress. Always impetuous, Suzanne tossed 
herself into affair with Maurice Utter, some twenty 
years her junior. The marriage, which subsequently 
followed, withstood the onslaught two such opposing 
temperaments, haunted the spectre the son, until 
time stole from Suzanne the only force that held her 
husband her. then sought his pleasures drink 
and other women. 
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During all these years Maurice Utrillo was growing into 
manic-depressive alcoholic, flying into fits tantrums, 
usually followed drunken bouts which ended 
the gutter. Countless are the times was committed 
mental institutions. Yet Maurice 
Utrillo’s art seemed develop the more deeply his 
own personal life sank. Later life, shortly before 
Suzanne’s death, did marry, having first been admit- 
ted into the Church. 


The Valadon Drama work for artists and those 
interested the world art. bringing words 
the life Suzanne Valadon, Mr. Storm has shown 
the woman several faces—artist, mistress, wife and 
mother. doing has revealed something the 
personality and work her son well. And around 
revolves the story the world French art 
during the period the Impressionist and early modern 
painters. Several illustrations drawings Suzanne 
Valadon, well photographs the artist, together 
with bibliography and index, round out this mature 
story turbulent career. 

Francis Ullrich, 

Manhattan College, 

New York, New York 


Sichel, Pierre The Jersey Lily 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 15,1958. 456p. $4.95. 

Lillie Langtry, society belle and glamorous actress, was 
the daughter the Dean the Isle Jersey, rector 
St. Saviour’s Parish. Born 1853 and christened Emilie 
Charlotte Breton, she grew the toast two 
continents, favorite kings and princes, and one 
the most noted—or notorious—women her time. 


Pierre Sichel has done extensive research present this 
portrait the Jersey Lily. Married twenty Ed- 
ward Langtry, country squire, her beauty and charm 
took London storm. Among her many admirers was 
“Bertie,” Prince Wales, with whom she formed 
friendship that was last until his death. Indeed, 
many (including Mr. Sichel), said was more than 
friendship, and that there was good reason suppose 
her daughter Jeanne was fact his child. 


After break with her husband, who had taken 
drink and gambling, (and who can blame him?), she 
went the stage pay her debts. Scorned the 
critics but adored her audiences, she became 
theatrical sensation, touring not only England but the 
entire United States, private railroad car, the 
Lalee, presented admirer. her husband 
refused divorce her, she formed liaison with Freddy 
Gebhard, New York playboy. They had dreams 
raising race horses California and even bought ad- 
joining ranches, but never stayed there for any long 
period. 

Crisscrossing both countries and the Atlantic, she be- 
came her own manager, exhibiting startling business 
acumen. one her trips England she met the 
Squire Abington, gentleman jockey. Crude and 
eccentric, was apparently irresistible, even though 
sent her the hospital with black eyes, mashed 
lips and contusions, accusing her infidelity. 

After his sudden death New Orleans, she felt not 
much bereaved but relieved. stage successes 


Sichel Jordan 


continued, did her race horses. Edward Langtry, 
whom she had supported for twenty years, agreed 
divorce her, and not long afterward died 
sion. Within few years she married Sir Hugo 
Bathe, her 46, last acquiring the title she had 
longed for. 


She retired from the stage 1918, small villa 
Monaco, living with single companion, Mrs. 
(Hugo entertained his actress friends nearby 
Her death 1929 made front pages all over the world, 
even, one would assume, Langtry, Texas, named for 
her Judge Roy Bean. 


Mr. Sichel not only author but newspaper 
reporter, and this book evidence his ability 
reporter, records facts unearthed much 
scribes conversations and happenings that could not 
have been witnessed, but they are well within the range 
probability. That recognizes her moral weakness 
evident: 
“She had rationalized that leave Jersey was necessary 
marry Edward, maintain her pre-eminence profes 
sional beauty was necessary give herself Bertie. Now 
she was convinced that for the ‘love’ she needed and 
ance for her daughter and career was necessary sur 
render the Squire. she believed any it, she was 
even weaker than Edward who had never been stronger than 
his present sterile, self-defeating steadfastness.” (p. 297) 
Though the many accounts her dramatic triumphs 
become similar, not quite tedious, the book moves 
rapid pace. Descriptions her various affairs are not 
lurid, and could hardly have been omitted from the 
story her life. Because the life she led, the book 
can recommended only mature adults. Included 
are index and complete bibliography covering the 
American and British theater, and much the history 


her lifetime. 
Moriarity, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Jordan, George Racey 
From Major Jordan’s Diaries 
Bookmailer, 1958. 284p. $2.00. (Ila) 


The publishers this reprint are tilting against the 
windmills indifference and incredibility. Since 1949 
there have been strenuous efforts bring Major 
dan’s story before the American people but each effort 
was met (as this one undoubtedly will be) the 
strong resistance journalists, court historians, book 
reviewers, and apologists for the 
Marshall triumvirate. Among those who have seen 
their individual and collective efforts rebuffed this 
coterie misinformants have been: Senator 
Styles Bridges, news commentator Fulton Lewis, 
the FBI, and the House Committee Un-American 
Activities. 

Essentially Major Jordan had simple story tell but 
its ramifications were not simple. From May, 1942, 
until June, 1944, Jordan served Lend-Lease 
and liaison officer the American Air Force working 
with the Russians Newark Airport and Great Falls, 
Montana. 


More than nine billion dollars material went the 
U.S.S.R. through the Lend-Lease pipeline. Most this 
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material would not used World War II, and, 
course, none would paid for returned. The cata- 
materials eye-opener: metals; machines; 
canvas, woolen, rubber, leather, and cotton goods; elec- 
trical and generating equipment; chemicals; clothing; 
seeds; oils; resins; photographic supplies and foodstuffs. 
The Americans were unsparing. The categories ship- 
ments included processed and unprocessed materials, 
crude and finished goods, spare parts and technical in- 
structions. 


But the Lend-Lease pipeline carried more unique items. 
There was two-way traffic Soviet spies; there were 
American printing plates for occupation currency; there 
were the components for entire railroad and telephone 
systems, munitions factories, tire plant, aluminum- 
rolling mill, pipe fabricating works, and $88 million 
for relief. other words, generous sampling 
American productivity, inventiveness, and wealth was 
given stolen away. 


But have left the shocker until last. The pipeline 
also carried cobalt, uranium, deuterium oxide (heavy 
water), and all the other ingredients for atomic bombs. 
did not ship Maj. Gen. Leslie Groves and Dr. 
Robert Oppenheimer but aside from this omission the 
Manhattan Project was virtually duplicated the 
Soviet Union. Any wonder that Stalin expressed 
surprise when Truman informed him Potsdam about 
our bomb! 


Openly, sent lipsticks and liquor, bathtubs and 
pianos, eyeglasses and teeth. the Russians, 
under “diplomatic immunity,” carried hundreds suit- 
cases crammed with governmental, industrial, and mili- 
tary secrets. 


There certain irony the story. the days 
Lend-Lease any Russian who knew how grasp 
screwdriver was regarded home and abroad 
scientific genius and engineering wizard. Since Sputnik 
beeped its way glory, the U.S.S.R. has been regarded 
many Americans almost the source all knowl- 
edge. But Americans haven’t the temerity ask the 
Russians for reverse Lend-Lease except things 
“cultural.” Evidently there are Russian counter- 
parts Charles Bohlen, Alger Hiss, Harry Dexter 
White, and Harry Hopkins who were the generous Rus- 
sophiles the war years. But Americans have con- 
tinued Lend-Lease through the device trade-for- 
friendship this era Coexistence. Now materials, 
money, technical knowledge, industrial secrets, and re- 
lief are funneled the Soviet Union through the 
satellite nations, scientific congresses, “cultural” ex- 
changes, and agencies. return get ballet 
dancers, choral groups, guided tours, and tirades. 
more than obvious that the lesson’s Major Jordan’s 
diaries have not been heeded since the first publication 


King, Alexander Mine Enemy Grows Older 
Simon and Schuster. Nov. 374p. $4.50. (IIb) 


Painter and illustrator Alexander King, Mine Enemy 
Grows Older, makes every indecent effort prove 
himself one the prototypical expressionists. For 
between the well-told stories and plots stories that 
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laminate this autobiography, the readers, especially 
anyone the eight grandsons for whom wrote this 
essay, will find the talk that characterized the 
roaring twenties, when King cover-illustrated many 
issues the Mencken-Nathan Smart Set. 


The author, now fifty-eight, has been suffering the last 
three years the effects stroke and has known for 
over year that has “about six cubic inches [his] 
one [functioning] kidney left.” Readers with queasy 
stomachs, purist English tendencies tender con- 
sciences will regularly jolted the raconteur’s 
verbal garbage. 


And yet there’s fascinatiion about this junkie phanero- 
gamist’s career, which involved several prison terms 
and cures for morphine addiction and four marriages. 
tells about his bouts with the morphine habit 
length, whereas fairly reticent about his four mar- 
riages: Nettie, Annia, Marjorie model 
Disney’s Snow White (see The Vogue Reader)—and 
Margie Lou. 


just “one life’s hopelessly chronic bridegrooms.” 
And assures whoever cares believe “that all four 
marriages were happy ones. That three them 
quietly dissolved only proves point that inde- 
longer passionately interested.” And, furthermore, 
was never married less than five years anybody, 
which proves that there was nothing trivial tempor- 
ary about love affairs and you can understand 
that sexual matters, least, consider myself 
eminently respectable and moral man.” 


Most the good people whom King describes are 
unknowns; all the rest—with few exceptions—whose 
names one familiar with seem either doubt- 
ful ancestry psychic stability. However, the end 
the book, King casually admits that knew many 
famous people who had been unbelievably kind 
him. 


Among the better-known people that King discusses are 
Otto Kahn (who subsidized his European studies for 
year); Horace Liveright, publisher some his 
materials, especially the illustrated Emperor Jones; 
Eugene O’Neill, who approved King’s 
Aencken and Nathan; and Henry and Clare Luce. 
For the former became idea-man the Life 
(“informed stupidity”) staff and with the latter col- 
laborated the play Margin for Error. 


Acute observation seems fairly abundant—enough 
Sidney Harris (Chicago Daily News) column for 
month two. Especially happy are the biting com- 
ments “Bozart,” European culture and American 
manners ((especially Westchester feudalism and 
Togetherness), hospitals and some sorts doctors, 
Time and Life, advertising, actors and aviators. 
Philip Wylie might have been his over-the-shoulder 
inspiration for the just remarks that King often makes 
women and the coming American Matriarchy. 


Some the philosophizing merely mean 
bow-legged. This glorious champion non-discrimina- 
tion ranks Catholics among the idiots: “Although 
aunt was not Catholic she was typical idiot her 
time.” And half dozen occasions King offhand 
expressed his disbelief future life. 
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passing, King refers Churchill and Eisenhower 
“oafish daubs,” ex-vice-president Henry Wallace 
astrologer; quotes note from Ezra Pound that 
shows the latter and says that Edison 
financed atheist paper. recalls his scoop for Life 
Trujillo’s murder twenty thousand Haitians and 
reports interview with Henry Luce how F.D.R. 
outmaneuvered him what was presumably un- 
official news conference. 


The topmost jacket that covers the book expres- 
sionist painting the author, who was primarily 
painter; secondarily, book illustrator works Ovid, 
Villon, Swift, Seabrook, and O’Neill; thirdly, magazine 
cover illuminator and, finally and mostly, editor 
Stage, Life, Vanity Fair, Americana; contributor 
Vogue, The New Yorker (“Profiles”), and Field and 
Stream; author T.V. series, movies and ten 
legitimate plays, one which plotted the text 
the book. 


Mine Enemy Grows Older unquestionably inter- 
esting book, but its vulgarity, its frequent lapses good 
English and good taste, its callous use the name 
God, and its professions amoralism put beyond 
the pale worthwhile reading and literature. Here 
illustration support that judgment: 
The moral [of life] that behooves man act 
all times like testicled animal, and accept the gifts and 
the burdens his peculiar identity without regret, and with- 
out too much live bravely, world where every- 
thing [is] destined for eventual extinction anyhow. 
There you have the story belated and outdated 
Smart Setter trying laugh the ever-present 
boisie.” This hardly “must” book. 


Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Fernandez, Ramon 
Moliére: The Man Seen Through the Plays 
Hill Wang. Nov. 5,1958. 212p. $3.75. 


Although Moliére was one the few great comic 
spirits the world has known, there existence com- 
paratively little documented material concerning his 
private life; result our image the man hazy 
one. 1929 Ramon Fernandez attempted remedy 
the situation with his Vie Moliére, work recently 
translated into English and published under the title, 
Moliére: The Man Seen Through the Plays. pos- 
sible understand how the outline life coincides 
with the curve profession? Can discover the 
man through the These are the questions the 
author attempts answer affirmatively constructing 
the “unprovable actualities Molére’s life and char- 
acter from the proved actualities his plays.” 


That Mr. Fernandez distinguished critic immedi- 
ately evident his brilliant analysis comedy and 
his lucid, almost profound, evaluation Moliére’s 
work. However, convinced that the artist inevitably 
reveals his own personality his work, Mr. Fernandez 
occasionally reads into the plays ideas and attitudes 
that are not actually expressed, and substitutes innu- 
endo for fact; seems bent substantiating pre- 
conceived image. The Moliére who emerges from these 


Fernandez Canizio King 
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pages sated, melancholy sensualist who 
little rationality life and used his artistic 
redeem man from his corruption. This image 
dicts the work scholars who picture 
brilliant playwright who made irrationality and 
the butt his sharp wit yet loved mankind; 
whose purpose was not reform men but simply 
make them laugh. Although Mr. Fernandez’ book 
makes considerable contribution the literature 
dramatic criticism, his frequent substitution 
tion for fact irritated this reviewer. 


Sister Gregory, 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 
Canizio, Frank, told Robert Markel 
Man Against 


Fell. 1958. 252p. $3.50. IIb) 


Possibly the most fascinating speculation one may linger 
on, the matter prisons and their inmates, that 
the innocent man convicted and held place 
confinement. Although Man Against Fate 
exactly that particular league, close that 
the distinction times becomes bit hazy. 


Canizio was boy born into family that almost guar 
anted his early career lawlessness. fell, and the 
punishment was hard. went through the whole 
dreadful sequence Orphanages, Protectories, Juvenile 
Institutions ,and finally into the toils the law 
major crimes. protests his innocence many 
cases, freely admits his guilt others. And out the 
series crimes came eventual lifetime sentences, 
given guarantee his remaining prison forever. 
free today. 


free because the same law that sent him prison 
had within itself redress which was long find 
ing, and almost long using. But managed 
get his appeals final acceptable form, had his 
several days court, and eventually won his freedom. 


is, course, very disturbing book. seems 
that the publishers are simplifying the whole problem 
calling “The Story man who fought against 
all odds for the right human much 
more the story man who learned early and well 
despise the law and its agents—however justified that 
hatred may have been—who gradually learns that the 
law two-edged sword which may oftentimes 
wielded from the prison cell defense 
tional Rights. Canizio has interesting story tell 
and told well. apparent that has seen the 
moral his life. not altogether clear that his 


publishers have. 
O’Gorman 


King, S., M.D. Doctor Bicycle 
Rinehart. Nov. 275p. $3.95. (IIb) 

80, George King, the Doctor Bicycle (and 
still pedaling) tells the story his peregrinations and, 
biographically, adventures medicine during the past 
half century. His book panorama pride, 
dice, personalities and socio-scientific advancements 
terspersed with anecdotal reminiscences. 
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When Doctor King began his practice Bay Shore, 
Long Island, where now the owner and chief 
modern hospital, there were few telephones, 
equally scattered electrical utilities, not many hospitals 
and automobiles. Doctors made their visits 
bicycles, horseback or, the more affluent, with horse 
and buggy. There were rubber gloves, x-rays were 
recent discovery difficult procure and operations, 
more often than not, were performed ironing boards 
kitchens dining room tables. Light was afforded 
barn lanterns, oil lamps and, later, gas mantles. 
Doctor King installed the first x-ray apparatus and 
emergency operation room Suffolk County. 
circumstance and the fact that dedicated gen- 
eral practitioner appear his chief distinctions. 
cannot read anything unique into his experience. 

The author’s style using initials instead names 
people, however fictitious, and the ever-recurring sen- 
tences beginning with participial and gerundial phrases 
say the last, monotonous. Although there 
nothing actually vulgar the book, certain the anec- 
dotes are rather coarse and were better omitted. 


Doctor King’s book may shelved, but will not 
among the literary immortals. 


Edwards, Tudor Worlds Apart 
Coward-McCann. Nov. 17, 1958. 232p. $4.50. 


(Catholic Book Club Choice—November 


unique kind travel book this, for the ac- 
count several journeys across Europe and through 
England visiting the great monasteries men that have 
survived have been revived from the great ages 
faith which back the time Cassian and, 
take his word for it, back further the time the 
Mr. Edwards, Welsh born, who was ap- 
pointed government post inspector his- 
toric buildings England after World War II. 
seems particularly familiar with the resurgent Bene- 
dictine monasteries and particularly with that Prink- 
nash the Cotswolds; but his interest monastic life, 
rather than monasteries architectural monuments, 
led him Monte Cassino, Camaldoli, Monserrat, Ein- 
siedeln, Trappe, Grande Chartreuse, name 
only few the famous centers mountain tops, 
nestled valley, set lakesides, wide 
meadows, where men all conditions have sought 
peace prayerful solitude. thoroughly interesting 
book, imbued with deep sympathy with, and under- 
standing its subject, Worlds Apart worthy spe- 
cial for those who seek information 
and for those who are looking for something different. 


Lobsenz, Norman 
McKay. Oct. 22,1958. 278p. $3.95. (1) 


city the world quite like New York with its 
eight million residents and teeming millions annual 
visitors. city has greater potential for, indeed 
More, emergencies. “Sixty times day somebody’s 
each time the Emergency Service the 
New York Police Department swings into action. No- 
where else the world there city well equipped 
cope with the strange things that happen New 
orkers land, sea and the air. 


Emergency 
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Emergency the interesting and instructive story 
specially-selected and carefully-trained group men 
whose job is, round the clock, contend with the 
bizarre—often dangerous—exigencies that arise. Some 
experiences are tragic, others funny, many terrifying 
and, not few, matters life and death. Pain and 
agony are commonplaces; but the Emergency Division, 
through hard training, gets used them. Likewise, 
give vent the emotional aspects given situation 
might spell disaster. Yet the Emergency man, selected 
for his skill and character, is, often the same time, 
hard and tender, cynical and compassionate, emotion- 
ally detached and emotionally involved. care- 
fully-conditioned, sympathetic human being with firm 
checkrein his reactions. 

The Emergency Service Division, headed Deputy 
Chief Inspector Walter Klotzback since 1932, has an- 
swered hundreds thousands calls for help. 
partial list typical occurrences single Emergency 
Squad (p. 18) during two-week period astonishing; 
and the standard equipment catalogued the book’s 
appendix nothing more than amazing. 


Emergency entertaining and deftly written exposi- 
tion the day-by-day experiences highly-special- 
ized group dedicated and skillful New York police- 
men. Their example and methods might well fol- 
lowed others similar fields endeavor, and 
particularly American Civil Defense units. 

William White, M.D., 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


Priolo, Joan 
Ceramics and How Decorate Them 
Oct. 30, 1958. 144p. $5.95. 


Thirty-two full-color illustrations and over 270 photos 
and diagrams black-and-white, with clear and 
simply worded text instructions make this happy 
guide for the hobbyist interested making things 
clay, from ashtrays art-objects and even jewelry. 
How all from modelling molding, through 
decorating, firing and glazing handled with assurance 
that will inspire confidence the learner. 


Poor, Henry Varnum Book Pottery 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 17,1958. 192p. $7.50. (I) 


Henry Varnum Poor much admired for his design 
and decoration ceramics and his Book Pottery, 
illustrated with some color plates and several black- 
and-white reproductions, something how-to-do-it 
book which should interest not only those planning 
build and fire their own kilns and start throwing clay 
the wheel, but those, too, who will better able 
appreciate the ceramic art after reading it. 


Landscape Painting 
$6.00. 


Carlson, John 
Sterling. Oct. 17, 1958. 

There are only full-color plates, but black-and- 
white illustrations, reproductions the late National 
Academy painter’s work, illuminate the text this 
revised edition Carlson’s Guide Landscape Paint- 
ing. The text full common sense and eminently 
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practical help for the hobbyist painter, and will 
continually valuable art classes. School libraries 
would well have this the art shelves. 


van der Meer, and Christine Mohrmann 
Atlas the Early Christian World 
Nelson. Oct. 216p. $15.00. (I) 


This truly magnificent book. The series 
maps give panoramic views the development and 
the activities the Christian Church from the Ist 
the 7th century. For the scholar and the student 
Christian antiquity this volume seems indis- 
pensable aid because the rich treasure informa- 
tion found these maps; they plot the geographical 
location Christian writers, monuments, monasteries, 
dioceses, provinces through the early centuries. The 
authors have made map-reading exciting venture, 
treasure-hunt among vast riches information, 
research the lore Christian antiquity. 


Equally exciting for the educated reader the tour, 
under the expert guidance eminent scholars, through 
the immense store archaeological findings and art 
objects, which illustrate Christian truth and life the 
first six centuries. the use myriad photographs 
and excellent commentary, the authors portray 
vivid fashion the Christian way life the Church 
the Martyrs and the Church the Empire 
600 A.D. 


The publishers have done the authors and translators 
the justice presenting this fine work fine volume; 
should every college library and the collec- 
tion everyone who has interest Christian an- 
tiquity. The volume bears the imprimatur the Arch- 


University Scranton 
Van der Ploeg, 


The Excavations Qumran: Survey 

Judean Brotherhood and its Ideas 
Translated Kevin Smyth, S.J. Longmans, Green. 
22,1958. 244p. $4.00. 
Despite the almost overwhelming amount recent 
literature the Dead Sea Scrolls, new book 
exxpert the field always welcome. Fr. Van der 
Ploeg man who was associated with the find from 
the very beginning. fact, was one the first 
see the original finds and blushingly admits that did 
not appreciate the value the discoveries. His subse- 
quent studies have made for that understandable 
error. 
The present book model cautious scholarship and 
objective approach the interpretation the contents 
the Scrolls. states: “The writer not trying 
force the reader his own personal view, much less 
partisan standpoint.” (pp. 32-33). This evident 
throughout the book. Scholarship the aim, not 


” 

the subtitle the book indicates, the author’s 
emphasis the knowledge the Qumran sect 
gleaned from the documents and the excavaions car- 


ried out date. begins giving the historical back- 
ground the sect far can reconstructed from 


Oct. 


van der Meer Van der Ploeg Lancaster Britten Bennett 


Best 


Jewish history and their own documents. From 
goes discuss (in three chapters) the 
hood” itself its various aspects. Its specific 
are well set forth, without any attempt twist 
doctrines into preconceived patterns. 
The chapter concerning the “Library the Caves” 
excellent summary the contents the Scrolls 
they were known the time his writing. The 
final chapter “Qumran and Christianity” wel. 
come antidote the unscholarly aberrations 
Pont-Somer, Allegro, and the impossible .P. Davies, 
places these views their proper perspective. 
The book recommended the interested layman, 
well the serious student. not intended 
work for the expert the field. 
plan the Qumran buildings and plates 
hance the interest and usefulness the work 

Geron Fournelle, O.F.M., 

Quincy College, 

Quincy, Illinois 


Lancaster, Osbert Here, All Places 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 189p. $4.00. (I) 
British politico-social cartoonist has taken his twenty- 
year-old commentary architectural fads, foibles and 
follies the designing domestic buildings, which 
say that house which intended become 
home and therefore his castle and has revised and 
larged his views, with some admitted 
dices, cope with the changes that have occurred 
British home-building and American construction. 
makes amusing reading for, spite Mr. Lancaster's 
asseveration that the drawings are the important part 
the book, (there are many pages drawings 
which comes roughly for the 
pictures), the running comment the facing page 
spiked with wit and dry humor. From stonehenge 
skyscraper, but with most attention given the walled- 
and roofed-over dwelling, this pleasant survey 
and should stimulating home-owners. 


Britten, Benjamin and Imogen Holst 
The Wonderful World Music 
Garden City Book, 1958. 69p. $3.45. 


Written two musicians, this handsomely illustrated 


book traces the history the development music, 


correlating sound and rhythm with natural 
ment and patterns through conscious tune singing and 
the devising and elaboration instruments the 
present complexity the symphonic orchestra. 
should easily within the range the high-school 
student and will please and inform the adult. Miss 
Holst the daughter composer Gustave Holst; Mr. 
Britten already well-known this country. 


Clue-Works 
Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 


Bennett, Margot 
Dutton. Nov. 12, 1958. 


Someone from the Past 


$2.95. (1) 
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threatening kill her just before her final and perfect 
marriage all the money the world. She confided 
old friend, Nancy Graham, and almost imme- 
diately got herself murdered—with Nancy’s fiancé 
the same room, his immense embarrassment. 
ging out the past was something problem; Sarah 
lot past. But all gets dug out ,and course 
ends very gaily. Written the first person 
woman, something you don’t come across very often, 
and very neatly done, indeed. Must reading for any 
man who wants know how woman’s mind works— 
and that the most shocking part the book. And 
very delightful. 


Cooper, Brian Giselle 
Vanguard. Nov. 229p. $3.50. 

This murder novel, but excellent novel 
suspense. Two Cambridge men fall love with the 
same beautiful girl, and when she falls very much 
love with one them, the whole fabric the lives 
everyone begins get very tangled up. Shadows from 
the past come haunt the present, and over the whole 
novel the shadows brood like unhappy ghost. The 
novel moves into the world the Second World War, 
into the separation all three, and the final uniting 
the lovers occupied France during the Invasion. 
beautifully written, with absolute minimum 
plot and absolute maximum effect from every 
inch the book. Bravely and well done man 
who knows how hang story together brilliantly. 


McLean, Allen Campbell Death All Hallows 
Washburn. Nov. 19,1958. 192p. $2.95. 

Give Scotsman hunk heather, some dirty weather, 
wind-swept moor and killer-spook and he’s bound 
return you mystery savoury fifth Chivas 
Regal. 


Detective Inspector Neil McLeod holiday visit 
the Isle Shye finds violence aplenty when Eng- 
lish business tycoon strung All Hallows Eve. 
seems the natives bitterly resented George Hilton’s 
plan exploit their lovely and lonely land building 
another his Holiday Home vacation spots. What 
with all running around decked out mask 
and costume—in Highland version the tricks and 
the reader for treat. For McLean splendid 
man having canny way with words. (And Bob Ritter 
deserves mention for having designed the most witty 
and appropriate jacket design the year!). 


Seagle, William Acquitted Murder 
Regnery. Nov. 257p. $5.00. 


There are many books how-he-got-caught, why- 
he-got-caught, when-he-got-caught, that indeed 
read the one who got away. And 
are some exceptionally big fish this particular 
pond. 

series stories the lives and crimes men 
and women who were fairly obviously guilty murder, 
who managed end the jolly side the 
Prison bars and the hangman’s rope. covers the 
trials some who beat the rap because they had law- 
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yers smart enough murder the case technicalities 
one rather rare case woman who obviously com- 
mitted murder, who was convicted the murder, who 
was sure hang for the murder, but who managed 
get State legislature change the very law the 
land provide mammoth loophole for her skip 
happily through—with couple other murderers 
hopping behind. All all not brilliantly written 
book, but one which takes cases that have very defi- 
nite fascination and which presents these cases without 
the author getting the way the story. most 
creditable job, and eminently worth your time and 
money. 


For the Religion Bookshelf 


The Twentieth Century Encyclopedia 
Catholicism: 

The first six series 150 volumes, (to issued 
two each month), under the general editorship 
French academician Henri Daniel-Rops, gives promise 
that this will first-rate venture popular presen- 
tation Catholic belief its manifold pertinence 
history and modern life, translation works 
European scholars. What the Bible? Henri Daniel- 
Rops fine concise introduction and guide Bible 
study the general editor the series, (Sept. 10, 
1958; 128p., $2.95; What Faith? Eugene 
Joly, after various approaches the mystery, sum- 
marizes the author’s answer commenting the 
Vatican Council’s definition, (Sept. 10, 1958; 144p., 
$2.95; Who the Devil? Nicolas Corte, 
(Oct. 10, 1958; 125p., $2.95; I), presents scriptural and 
traditional doctrine concerning the existence and in- 
fluence the evil spirits and treats the influence 
demonology history down our times, effectively 
cautioning modern readers against the snare relegat- 
ing Satan the realm myth... What Saint? 
Jacques Douillet, (Oct. 10, 1958; 124p., $2.95; I), 
and traces the historical development the cult 
saints since the age martyrs, portrays briefly but 
strikingly the careers some great saints, and traces 
the importance the saints and their cult the life 
the Church The Origins Man wonderfully 
stimulating account the history theories the 
origins man Nicolas Corte, (Nov. 10, 1958; 141p., 
$2.95; His summaries modern scientific dis- 
coveries the fields pre-history and anthropology 
will delight every reader who has been troubled the 
seeming conflict between revelation and the findings 
modern research. The author “moderate evolu- 
tionist” The God Reason Regis Jolivet, (Nov. 
10, 1958; 127p., $2.95; IIa), contains extremely com- 
pact analysis the “moral” and “metaphysical” ways 
arriving the natural knowledge the existence 
and nature God. This fine resumé which will 
demand constant and intense application the part 
the educated reader The entire series being 
published the United States Hawthorn Press, 
subsidiary Doubleday. Only occasional lapse be- 
trays that these volumes are translations from French 
original. Libraries will find the whole set valuable 


acquisition. 
William Herlihy, 
University Scranton 
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Other recent books worthy note: 


Valiant Heralds Truth Vincent Yzermans, 
(Newman, June 25, 1958; 201p., $3.75; I), selection 
made from over addresses and one encyclical which 
the late Pope Pius XII made and which reveals 
his balanced attitude toward the mass media, press, 
radio, television, movies. The encyclical Miranda 
Prorsus presented full and serves introduc- 
tion the other documents Robert Gleason, 
combines scholarly attitude and awareness 
modern theological thought with such freshness ap- 
proach and pleasant style writing The World 
Come, (Sheed Ward, Oct. 15, 1958; 172p., $3.00; 
I), that his treatment the “last things” should afford 
the layman enjoyable reading experience the 
best best sellers The Enemies Love Dom 
Aelred Watkin describes true human love general 
the image divine love and gives practical answers 
the problems arising from selfishness, which accom- 
pany emotional love, (Kenedy, Sept. 18, 1958; 118p., 
$3.00; That They May One Gregory Baum, 
O.S.A., (Newman, Aug. 29, 1958; 181p., $3.50; IIa), 
well-documented Catholic theology ecumenism 
based the pronouncements the Popes from Leo 
XIII Pius XII concerning Christian unity 
effort depict the Old Testament ever vital 
part the Bible and significance for the modern 
Christian, Rene Aigrain and Omer Engelbert Proph- 
ecy Fulfilled, (McKay, Oct. 21, 1958; 274p., $3.95; 
I), present summary the history 
the Old Testament which are the seeds flowering 
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into the teachings the New William 
Kiefer, S.M., has edited the Biblical Subject 
(Newman, Sept. 1958; 199p., $4.50; I), compile. 
tion text references arranged under topics, 
book for religion teachers, preachers, and all 
Aug. 11, 1958; 133p., $2.95; I), portrays popular 
fashion, simply written, the renowned stigmatic 
Giovanni Rotondo true son St. Francis 
Lourdes, according Hugh Ross Williamson The 
Challenge Bernadette, (Newman, Aug. 13, 
101p., $1.95; I), unmistable “sign” history, 
Our Lady’s message, Bernadette herself, the cures, 
are challenge both the unbeliever and the 
placent believer. This not any means ordinary 
biography; is, rather, penetrating search into the 
meaning Lourdes, one hundred years after the event, 
asking “Why?” concerning the circumstances, the 
time, the places and the persons involved 
Highways Perinelle, O.P., (Newman, Aug. 
339p., $4.25; I), study the essentials religious 
consecration all its forms. especially stimulating 
sponse the divine call, and the chapter faith 
the fundamental motivation every religious 
gagement. The latter sections the book treat with 
deep understanding the meaning the vows the 


religious life. Henry Erhart, S.J., and 
William Osterle, 
University Scranton 
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